A Right Hand
May 2016
In the old days being on the receiving end of a right hand or right-hander meant a punishment for bad behaviour. Given a nicer context it can mean being helpful to our friends and neighbours.  Another dredge down memory lane is my Brownie-guide motto “Lend A Hand!”  Well I’m thankful for my right hand at least as without it I wouldn’t have been able to write! Sorry ooooppps!!! I left out the other hand???
Writers’ Circle News:
We are proud of Peter and Barbara who have both turned the grand age of 90 and are still writing and full of ideas. Well done to both of you!!
	Crime Writing
Short Story Comp  2016
	


I need everyone to send me contributions for this newsletter so contact me: by e.mail: Tinasaround@aol.com or hand me your work at our meetings.
The Small Print
Find us online at: http://thurrockwriterscircle.weebly.com/

Flash Fiction Competition go to www.flash500.com
Now in its seventh year, this quarterly open-themed competition for fiction up to 500 words has closing dates of 31st March, 30th June, 30th September and 31st December. 
Entry fee: £5 for one story, £8 for two stories
Prizes: £300 plus publication in Words with JAM, £200, £100
Novel Opening Chapter & Synopsis Competition
This is an annual competition, which closes on 31st October each year.  The judges for this competition will be the senior editors at Crooked Cat Publishing.
Entry fee: £10
Prizes: £500 first prize, plus a runner’s up prize of £200

Book Review – A Tiny Bit Marvelous by Dawn French
I found this book hilariously funny and could relate to the circumstances. It is written giving the points of view of different members of a modern day family in a diary style format.  Below reviews from the book sleeve.

[bookmark: _GoBack]To celebrate the life and work of Essex literary legend, crime writer Margery Allingham who lived in Tolleshunt D’Arcy, Essex Book Festival is launching its first Crime Writing Short Story Competition in collaboration with BBC Essex. We are inviting entries from published and unpublished writers based in the UK.
Essex has a long tradition of nurturing some of the UK’s best-loved crime writers, including renowned Witham-resident Dorothy L Sayers, and more recently, No. 1 bestselling author Martina Cole, born in Aveley, Essex.
Contact: (01206) 872739 hello@essexbookfestival.org.uk
Essex Book Festival, Centre for Creative Writing, 
University of Essex, Colchester,CO4 3SQ
www.essexbookfestival.org.uk
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A hilaious sharp and uterlycompelling novel sbout the ups
and downsoffamily sbling ivalry and growing up. Frenchis
ity and engaging novel offes us an honestand insghtful
account nto the relationships between children and
parents kalabarinet

“Hilaious Typical French, augh-outdoud unny i places,

achingly poignant in others. She s particlary good on the

isntegration, both emotionaland physcal,experienced by
Some women s they o nto thei s rish Tims.

“Wrten n comic tone it exploes everything from tecnage
sefesteem ssues t extra marital afarsand a gay son who.
fancies men twicehis age Edinburgh News

"Hghed - 1ot The Baties are the clasic messe p,normal
famly Ther s a brilliant warmth o tis book.French s quie
briously an astute observer of teenage behaviour. 1o
Fecommend it 0 anyone with teenagers it will make you
il and fel reltivel normal - {o b’ Sophia Whiield bog

“French had me aughing from the st fw pages She has
captured the voice o these characters prfectly.Lots
ofaughter and real e Its much more than atiny bit

marvelloust A Bookwornr' World bog

1 Went out this morning and ened up purchasing copy o Davn
Frenchs A Tiny Bit Marvelous.  had't lanned f dothis, bt
‘whis ilng time in WHSmith 1 decded o havea peekc 1 spent
thenext fifeen minutes aughing out loud nd bein stared a by
the othe shoppers. Soon I was actuly handing people copes
{rom the shelf.nthe end six peope bought M French's book.
beween the hoursof ten and leven st WHSmith in St Anne's

T sum . this book s hilaious’ Alexandra O'Tole blog




